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Montgomery Bus Boycott organized by 
MIA (Montgomery Improvement 

Association) named Martin Luther King, Jr 
leader 

 

December  5 – 90% of AA stayed off buses 

“my feets is tired but my soul is rested.” 

 

MLK promoted nonviolent protests  
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Freedom Rides – organized by CORE – bus 
rides through the deep south to test 

federal government 

 

Buses firebombed and attacked by mobs 
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Birmingham Campaign 

 

Birmingham, Alabama - most segregated 
city  

“Bombingham” – More than 50 ‘unsolved’ bombings 

 

Goals: 

-Integration 

-fair hiring practices 

-a biracial committee to work toward desegregating 
the schools 







Bull Connor – Commissioner of Public 
Safety 

    

   -beatings 

  -dogs 

     - high pressure fire 
  hoses 

•    

 























  Children’s Crusade    

 

News crews leave - James Bevel suggests 
using children demonstrations – less to 

lose than adults 

 

Bull Connor orders it stopped – children 
arrested  









 

 
 
“Don’t worry about your children; they are 
going to be alright. Don’t hold them back if 
they want to go to jail, for they are not only 

doing a job for themselves, but for all of 
America and for all of mankind.” –MLK 







 

Sept 16, 1963 10:22 AM - 16th St Baptist 
Church bombed  

 

4 killed: 

Addie Mae Collins, 14  

Cynthia Wesley, 14 

 Carole Robertson, 14 

Denise McNair, 11  
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KKK members responsible 
 

Robert Chambliss – convicted 1977 on 4  counts of 
murder, life in prison  

 

Thomas Blanton Jr – convicted 2001 on 4 counts of 
murder, life in prison 

 

Herman Cash – died 1994 before conviction 

 

Bobby Cherry – convicted 2002, life in prison  



 

Ballad of Birmingham – Dudley Randall 

 

 

“Mother dear, may I go downtown  

Instead of out to play,  

And march the streets of Birmingham  

In a Freedom March today?”  

 



“No, baby, no, you may not go,  

For the dogs are fierce and wild,  

And clubs and hoses, guns and jails  

Aren’t good for a little child.”  

 
“But, mother, I won’t be alone.  

Other children will go with me,  

And march the streets of Birmingham  

To make our country free.”  

 



“No, baby, no, you may not go,  

For I fear those guns will fire.  

But you may go to church instead  

And sing in the children’s choir.”  

 
She has combed and brushed her night-dark 

hair,  

And bathed rose petal sweet,  

And drawn white gloves on her small brown 
hands,  

And white shoes on her feet.  

 



The mother smiled to know her child  

Was in the sacred place,  

But that smile was the last smile  

To come upon her face.  

 
For when she heard the explosion,  

Her eyes grew wet and wild.  

She raced through the streets of 
Birmingham  

Calling for her child. 

 



 

 

She clawed through bits of glass and brick,  

Then lifted out a shoe.  

“O, here’s the shoe my baby wore,  

But, baby, where are you?” 

 



 
March on DC for Jobs and Freedom 

August 28, 1963 
 
 
 



 

 

  

over 200,000 attend, 25% white  
 

Organized by NAACP, SNCC, and SCLC 
All day program with speakers and singers 

 
 

Fed gov’t prepare for violence 
 

Goal: national civil rights legislation  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n82rgdbM9G4 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n82rgdbM9G4










Result: 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 



 
 

Freedom Summer – 1964 
 

Thousands of volunteers – mostly black 
and white college students work for voting 

rights for all in deep south 
 

Southerners view “invasion” of outsiders 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Mississippi targeted:  
fewest AA registered to vote (6.7% in 1962) 

 
National legislation made no real 

difference – literacy tests, poll tax, and 
intimidation  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Over 1,000 arrested, 80 beatings, 37 AA 
churches and 30 AA homes/businesses 

firebombed or burned  
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Violence 
 

3 volunteers disappeared June 21 
James Chaney, Andrew Goodman, Michael 

Schwerner 
 

Investigating church bombing, pulled over 
for speeding – incarcerated and released 

after dark 
Murdered by KKK 

 



Discovered Aug 4 buried in dam  
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2005 - former Baptist minister Edgar Ray 
Killen (80 years old) convicted of 

manslaughter and recruiting killers – 60          
 years prison  
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April 4, 1968 – MLK assassinated at 39  
 

Memphis – Lorraine hotel balcony  
James Earl Ray 
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Black Nationalism – belief in AA national 

identity – separation from whites 
 
 

Malcolm X – represented militant side of 
CRM. Clashed with MLK – promoted 

education, self defense, action 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HTRvISykMjU 
12:18-14:00; 1:20  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HTRvISykMjU
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Yes, I was there. I observed that circus. Who 
ever heard of angry revolutionists all 

harmonizing "We Shall Overcome. . .Suum Day. . 
." while tripping and swaying along arm-in-arm 
with the very people they were supposed to be 
angrily revolting against? Who ever heard of 
angry revolutionists swinging their bare feet 
together with their oppressor in lily-pad park 
pools, with gospels and guitars and "I Have A 

Dream" speeches?  
And the black masses in America were--and still 

are--having a nightmare.  
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Born Malcolm Little 
 

Imprisoned 
 

Brother Reginald visit – shared the 
teachings of Elijah Muhammad and the 

Nation of Islam 
 

1952 - Malcolm Little changed last name to 
X to represent stolen history  
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Nation of Islam taught: 

 
1.Whites actively work to keep AAs from 

empowering themselves and being 
successful - “White devils” 

2.Separatism:  segregation – AAs should 
have own separate black state 
3.Protect and honor women 

 



 
 

1964 – Left NOI – targeted for 
assassination 

 
 

February 21, 1965 – 3 NOI gunmen rush 
Manhattan stage and shot 15 times 


















